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Considerations on the Transition from
Preschool to Elementary School

@ Jiaxiong Zhu

From 1990 to 1994, UNICEF and China's Ministry
of Education conducted joint research on the
transition from preschool to elementary school and
found that in addition to scholastic adaptability,
social adaptability was also crucial. Moreover, the
child’s independence was a major factor affecting
learning and social adaptability, indicating the
importance of fostering independence. This research
has influenced curriculum reform in preschool
(including the one-year preschools mostly affiliated
with elementary schools) and elementary school.

In the two decades since, preschool curriculum
reform, once administered by the national
government, has come to be directed by the
preschools themselves. Subjects once decided at
the national level consisting of language, physical
education, music, art, arithmetic, and social etiquette
were changed to language, science, social studies, art,
and health. A class on ethics and daily life was added
to the elementary school curriculum in the lower
grades.

Preschool education and elementary school and
junior high school reform have played a definitive role
in linking preschools and elementary schools at the
level of daily educational practice. However, judging
from the effect, the reforms did not produce broad-
based, widely applicable significance and results. This
conclusion is primarily indicated by the following.
Most children face problems adapting to elementary
school, in particular, academic difficulties. There
is a trend for preschools to adopt the features of
elementary schools, and this is particularly apparent
in classes for older children at the end of the term.
Furthermore, ethics and daily life are not recognized
as a required subject in elementary schools.

The “Construction of a Harmonious Society”
has become a watchword in China, and equal
education and equal access to educational resources
are now important goals. As such, when thinking
about linking preschool and elementary school, the
approach should shift from improving the situation
to interrogating the objective and what needs to be
done.



