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Considerations on Equality
of Preschool Education

A Survey of 1000 Children between 37 and 48 Months in Hunan Province

@ Nianli Zhou

Research problem: Although much research on preschool
education in China today focuses on children in urban areas, there
is little on children in rural areas where populations are large
and an increasing number of children are left behind by migrant
parents. Not only is the percentage of rural children entering
preschool low, but even when these children enter preschool, it
is no different from entering elementary school early because the
preschool curriculum has become similar to that of elementary
school. What is the effect of this situation on the development of
rural children? What kind of preschool education will guarantee
equality of preschool education for them? To answer these
questions, the authors conducted a random sampling survey in 17
provinces and cities in Hunan Province from March to May 2010.

Research Method: The survey targeted children between
37 and 48 months and their parents (313 couples from urban
areas and 699 from rural areas). Rural areas consisted of 12 areas
with an annual per capita GDP of 10,000-20,000 yuan or less and
four urban areas where per capita GDP was over 20,000 yuan.
The survey used the “Parent/Guardian Questionnaire” jointly
developed with the World Bank, on “Development of Social and
Emotional Control in Infants 37 to 48 Months”™ and “Cognitive,
Linguistic and Motor Development” developed by the authors.
We also visited each household to conduct individual interviews
with the parents and an individual test with the child.

Results: In economically distressed areas, an average of only
37% of the parents cared for their child themselves. Parents
in urban areas spent more time both reading and playing games
weekly with their child (p<.001). Of the children surveyed
from high-income households in urban areas, the average of
more than 80% attended kindergarten in contrast to only 23%
of the children in rural households. Surveys in language, cognition
and motor skills indicate that urban children have significantly
higher skills in these areas than rural children (p<.0001). Based
on multiple regression analysis, children’s emotional control,
social conduct, language, cognition and motor skills, etc., are
influenced by the household’s economic power, parents’
education, parents approach to child raising; and the number
of books and toys owned by the child are major factors in
psychological development.

Proposal: (1) Make use of local resources, increase preschools
in rural areas, and educate good preschool teachers. (2) Raise
the consciousness of rural parents to encourage more interaction
with the child. (3) Start a movement to “send books to villages.”
(4) Parents should teach the child how to make small toys from
waste or natural materials, or through donations, give each
child 5-10 toys suitable to his or her level of psychological
development.
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