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A Survey of Educational Expectations of
Parents with Migrant Children and Current
Education:

A Case of a Beijing Village

@ Lian Wang

Migrant children are defined as children
between 0 to 14 years of age from a rural area who
come to an urban area and reside there for six
months or more without changing their household
registration (Guoqing, Ma 2008). As farming villages
have become urbanized in the past decade, the
phenomenon of migrant children has become a
social problem. Many preschool children migrate
to cities with their parents from economically
backward rural areas, and some are born in the
city to which their family has migrated. Many face
disadvantageous educational conditions due to their
residential status, economic factors, living environment,
etc. A survey of migrant children's educational
circumstances and their parents’ hopes will contribute
to understanding this demand from a different
perspective. It will help to provide adequate preschool
education to migrant children and realize the goal of
equal education.

In this research, we made an original questionnaire
and selected a surrounding village to survey migrant
workers’ understanding of their child's education.
Out of 105 valid questionnaires, 21 parents of migrant
children were interviewed and on-site surveys
conducted at six preschools in the village.

Results: (1) Parents have high expectations of
their child. They want their child to attain a high
level of education, become employed in socially
prestigious work, and live a happy, comfortable life. (2)
Parents have high expectations of preschool education.
They want their child to acquire knowledge, good
daily habits and models, and develop social skills.
They would like high-quality education offered nearby
at low-cost and by responsible, motherly teachers.
(3) Preschools today do not have a good educational
environment. Teaching proficiency is not consistent
and staff changes are frequent. Facilities and
educational materials are insufficient. The educational
level must be raised and the local environment is bad.

Proposal: (1) National and regional policy must
recognize the importance of migrant children who are
socially vulnerable, promote preschools and child care
facilities in farming villages and other locations outside
urban centers, and offer high-quality education for
migrant children in order to realize equal education.
(2) It should also improve the educational environment
at home, offer advice and guidance on education to
parents and provide support for home education to
migrant worker parents.

041



