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Education from Preschool to
Elementary School

The Cultural Shift Based on Experiences of Children,
Parents and Teachers

@ Kiyomi Akita

The cultural shift from day care or preschool
to elementary school is a time of great expectation
and growth for children as learning through play
becomes primarily lesson-based. Linking the stages
of preschool and elementary school has been debated
since kindergartens were first established in Japan in
the Meiji period. These discussions have questioned
the necessity of systemic reform and the possibility
of linking educational content while maintaining their
respective independence. This issue has been viewed
and understood differently depending on the historical
period. In Japan today, the national and local
governments are trying a number of ways to facilitate
the transition from preschool to elementary school,
and a new report is expected in autumn 2010. There
are also initiatives to implement a special curriculum
called the Start Curriculum during this transitional
period in elementary schools.

Amid these trends, how are children, parents,
and teachers experiencing this transition? Our
project analyzed how children talked about the
transition from preschool after they had entered
elementary school, how parents felt, and furthermore,
what preschool and elementary school teachers
experience in their exchange at the professional level.
An understanding of how they experienced this
transition will highlight the differences in preschool
and elementary school cultures.

In both infancy and early childhood, it is
important to improve the quality of day care and
education, to ensure that children play and become
absorbed in activities on their own, can form
relationships for cooperative learning, and lead stable
and secure lives. This is the type of design that is
needed now.



