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Equality of Opportunity in Compulsory
Education and Preparation for
Entering School

@ Xiaoxia Feng

Equal opportunity in compulsory education is a
major concern for the government, public, and the
academic community today. Research now focuses
on issues related to its ideals, principles, policies, and
practical problems as well as equality of education
and equal access. This is premised on the notion
that equality in compulsory education can be almost
completely achieved by the equal distribution of
educational resources in elementary and junior high
school alone.

However, research in other countries has
established that unequal access to preschool education
results in disparity in school preparation, which then
affects performance and development after entering
school. Furthermore, this could hinder government
initiatives to promote equality of education through
compulsory education.

Chinese families have traditionally placed
importance on early education. Disparity exists,
however, in preparation for entering school due to
socio-economic family background. A survey and
follow-up study of elementary school adaptability
for a period of one year after school entrance was
conducted of 150 randomly selected students of
different family socio-economic status (SES) who
entered six elementary schools in Beijing.

Results indicated disparities in school preparation
among children of different SES in all four subject
areas (mathematics, language, scholastic aptitude, and
social skills). Children from a family with a low SES
only showed high scores for two items under social
skills, “independent” and “sociable,” while scoring low
in all other categories. Furthermore, the survey also
established that disparities in school preparation have
a major impact on scholastic adaptation after entering
school.

Consequently, efforts starting at the compulsory
education stage are belated; and it is necessary to
strive for balanced development prior to entering
school, at the preschool stage of school preparation.
By doing so, we will be able to equalize the position
of children who are subject to disadvantageous social
conditions to ensure that they begin their education
with the same preparation as other children.
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