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Early Childhood Education and Toys

@ Tada Chihiro

The Tokyo Toy Museum has a proud history of thirty years. My father, a specialist in art education,
was the founder and first director, and his philosophy was based on the principles of play, creation, and
appreciation. For him, toys were the first art that humans encounter, and this is why we are an art
museum, not a museum that collects ethnographic objects.

Five years ago, we moved into our current facility, an old elementary school building in the center of
Tokyo. Since then, our visitors and activities have increased ten-fold to 120,000 visitors annually. We aim
to be a multi-generational museum where infants can have fun and the elderly also enjoy themselves.

I would like to offer some thoughts on the relation between breastfeeding infants and toys, the
significance of play for children, and the importance of toys for the development of infants. Our museum
emphasizes what we call mokuiku or “wood education” for infants. Natural designs that highlight the
wood grain enhance children’s concentration. The fragrance of wood has an aromatic effect on the mood
of children and parents. To the touch, wood has many different textures. And even when wood becomes
a toy, the tree continues to live and have life as wood and imparts a spirituality that children can feel. All
of these energies are necessary for the growth of infants.

At the toddler stage, children are drawn to activity toys that they can manipulate with their hands.
They go from spinning a top, a traditional toy, to manipulating today’s high-tech toys with various
movements of their fingers and hands. Game toys that enrich communication promote conversation
between the children and parents and grandchildren and grandparents.

Through toys, children develop sensitivity, movement, and communication at each stage. And by
trying different approaches through toys, we can cultivate the “capacity for sensitivity” and the “capacity
for expression,” which are now being lost. It is these abilities that I believe can create the basis for
society of rich human ties and relationships.
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Tada Chihiro : Director of Art
Education Institute. Born in Tokyo in
1961. After graduating from the Faculty
of Law, Meiji University, studied
early childhood education and culture
at Pushkin State Russian Language
Institute affiliated with Lomonosov
Moscow State University.

Currently Director, Art Education
Institute; Director, Tokyo Toy Museum,
and Lecturer at Waseda University.
Interested in the research and practice
of activity care through art and
play from infants to the elderly and
inter-generational communication.
Recognized by Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) for lectures
on “Communication Theory” to Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) for over a decade. Has trained
5,000 toy consultants as well as 500
activity directors who aim to improve
the quality of life and activities of daily
living in nursing homes. Established
Tokyo Toy Museum in an old school
building in Shinjuku, Tokyo in spring
2008, attracting much attention.
Recognized by the Forest Agency for
promoting wooden toys and selected
by an economic publication as one of
Japan’s top 30 social entrepreneurs.



